VARIOUS MEASURES                              l6l
not exceeding 1,500,000 francs to 8 per cent, on the part exceeding
15,0005000 francs) is made for the benefit of the Secours National
(Law published May 10, 1941).
The pari mutuel and even the P.M.U. (pan mutuel urbain) are
working on the reopened racecourses (Law of January 8, 1941).
A law of August 23, 1940, laid down that all aperitifs containing
more than 16 per cent, of alcohol were prohibited; other aperitifs
can be sold only on three days in the week, and not to minors
of twenty and under; they are subjected to a surtax. While the
duties on alcohol are increased, the sale of wine and distilled drinks
(brandy, cognac, armagnac, etc.) remains free; in this regard it is
pointed out that moderate use of these beverages, which have
contributed largely to the reputation of France abroad, is in no way
injurious (see particularly a statement by the Secretary of State for
the Family, August 23, 1940).
A law published on July 22, 1940, however, abolished the
privilege of the home distiller, whose numbers had increased from
1,033,522 in 1914 to 3,104,352 in 1939; by virtue of this text home
distillation is prohibited, the contract system done away with, and
meters must be fixed upon all distilling apparatus.
By virtue of the same law the state of drunkenness can no longer
in any case rank as an extenuating circumstance before the courts.
Finally, a law published on November 6, 1940, provided for
the establishment by prefect's order of prohibition areas around
churches, schools, and hospitals.
A law published on July 30, 1941, prohibited the delivery of
letters sent paste restante to minors under eighteen.